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Auction Catalogs

New Content, New Platform
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Auction Catalogs

JSTOR, in collaboration with the Frick Collection and the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, funded by the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation.

Catalogs from the 18th through early 20th century. Used by 
researchers regularly.

Preservation challenges will be helped with digitization.  Online 
tools can be added to enhance research.
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Beyond Auction Catalogs: ATR 

Challenge:  All the content we have is already available elsewhere
Solution: Create a reason to use a particular site – community 

ownership, enhance data
• User Editing 
• User Comments 
• Register - belong to a community

Challenge: Every door knob is a new experience
Solution: Create a reusable system
• Not specific to Auction Catalog data – Math data, manuscripts
• Don’t reinvent the wheel – use what is already out there
• Well-designed, configurable and extendable
• Make it possible to reuse components, segmentation, editing, linking
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The Next Stage

Digitized Images
OCR Data

<ocr-page  type="coords" bpp="1" height="10880" width="6784" res="1200" ocr-
vers="1.0" creation-date="DATE”><region article-doi="" region-id="0”><rc l="3264" 
t="1152" r="3452" b="1308"/>
<ln lx="3306" ly="1298" rx="3403" ry="1298”><wd t="1746" l="2808" b="1859" 
r="2926" fs="11">J.</wd>
<wd t="1746" l="3016" b="1859" r="3158" fs="11">F.</wd>
<wd t="1746" l="3248" b="1859" r="4031" fs="8">SHERRIN.</wd>
<wd t="1746" l="4608" b="1859" r="4861" fs="8">{/X-</wd>
<wd t="1746" l="4963" b="1859" r="5186" fs="8">S=.</wd></ln>
<ln lx="263" ly="2113" rx="5116" ry="2113">
<wd t="2001" l="1079" b="2113" r="1252" fs="11">./7</wd>
<wd t="2001" l="1339" b="2113" r="1470" fs="11">A</wd>
<wd t="2001" l="1551" b="2113" r="1884" fs="11">BIRD</wd>
<wd t="2001" l="1927" b="2113" r="1986" fs="11">S</wd>
<wd t="2001" l="2067" b="2113" r="2419" fs="8">NEST</wd>
<wd t="2001" l="2503" b="2113" r="2768" fs="11">AND</wd>
<wd t="2001" l="2854" b="2113" r="3303" fs="11">APPLE</wd>
<wd t="2001" l="3381" b="2113" r="4271" fs="11">BLOSSOM-6</wd>
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Components

Auction Catalog Platform
• Content Management System
• Database
• Interaction Layer
• Image Store and Viewer

Advanced Tools
• Community Editing
• Segmentation
• Soft Linking 

Reusable 
components
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Processing Tool - Soft Linking

The identification of keywords and phrases that can be used to 
link to other resources:

• Names
• Titles
• Other

Construction of queries that link to other resources:
• JSTOR
• ARTstor
• Google Images
• …………
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Search
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Browse a List of Catalogs
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Browse a Catalog
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Edit a Lot
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